
November 3, 2024

The Pharisees Question Jesus, James Tissot c.1896



*Please stand if you are able.
Congregation to recite bolded passages.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE 

CALL TO WORSHIP

Valerie Adelung

The Service of the Lord’s Day
Order of Worship 

Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob and Rachel and Leah,
Whose hope is in the LORD their God,
Who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them;
Who keeps faith forever;
Who executes justice for the oppressed;
Who gives food to the hungry.
The LORD sets the prisoners free;
the LORD loves the righteous.

Sharon Huber-Plano

“I Sing the Mighty Power of God”
 by Tracey Craig McKibben

*HYMN # 49 “The God of Abraham Praise”

INVITATION TO CONFESSION Sharon Huber-Plano
In every season, God calls us to love and to serve, yet we often fall short,
distracted by fear and divided loyalties. Let us come before God with honesty
and humility, confessing our need for grace and guidance, trusting that God’s
mercy is ever-present.

Jenn DiFrancesco



PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Again and again, you call us
to care for widows and orphans,
to advocate for those in prison,
to welcome the strangers.
O God, we hear your call,
but all around us we hear the cry
that there is not enough for all, and that some are undeserving.

Again and again, you call us
to love you with our whole heart, understanding, and strength;
such love demands that we seek justice
for those who are oppressed, poor, and forgotten.
O God, we hear your call,
But all around us are competing calls
of worldly loyalties, political parties, and public acclaim.

Again and again, you urge us to seek you first.
We long to trust the path of love for you and our neighbors as ourselves.
Yet we fear that our “land of milk and honey”
Has become a land of moral famine and economic hardship,
And we wonder at times if you have abandoned us.

Again and again, you urge us not to lean on our own understanding
but in all our ways to acknowledge you, and yet
we are often distracted by the clamor of fear dressed up as reason.

As we prepare our hearts and minds in these days,
you remind us to follow you
so that it may go well for us, our neighbors, our nation, and our world.
Yet too often we forget to observe
your statutes of compassion and your ordinances of justice.

Sharon Huber-Plano

(Silence is kept)



ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Sisters and brothers, God is at work in us and with us! We know that you are
the one who lifts up those who are bowed down. We know that you promise
to uphold us, and yet, 
again and again, we get caught up in the ways of those who put their trust in
politicians, power-brokers and pundits instead of the Ruler of Peace. 
Hear the word of God for this season and all seasons: “Do not be afraid! I will
never leave you or forsake you.”Know that our God who began a good work
in us is able to complete it.As we open ourselves to the Spirit of God, may we
see more fully the wonder of God already at work in us. Amen.

*GLORIA PATRI # 581
Glory be to the Father,

and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,

world without end. 
Amen, Amen.

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
May the Peace of Christ be with you.

and also with you.

Jenn DiFrancesco

Jenn DiFrancesco

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Gracious God, open our hearts and minds by the power of Your Holy Spirit. As
we hear Your word, may Your commandments take root within us, guiding us to
love You fully and live faithfully. Amen.

Sharon Huber-Plano



SCRIPTURE Deuteronomy 6:1-9 Sharon Huber-Plano

These are the commands, decrees and laws the Lord your God directed me to
teach you to observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess,
so that you, your children and their children after them may fear the Lord
your God as long as you live by keeping all his decrees and commands that I
give you, and so that you may enjoy long life. Hear, Israel, and be careful to
obey so that it may go well with you and that you may increase greatly in a
land flowing with milk and honey, just as the Lord, the God of your
ancestors, promised you.

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These
commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. Impress them
on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk
along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Tie them as symbols
on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Write them on the
doorframes of your houses and on your gates.

SPECIAL  MUSIC Chancel Choir“Bread of the World”
 by Mark Burrows and Mary McDonald

Bread of the world in mercy broken, wine of the soul in mercy shed,
by whom the words of life were spoken, and in whose death our sins are dead:

look on the heart by sorrow broken; look on the tears by sinners shed:
so may your feast become the token that by your grace our souls are fed
Circle of hope, remain unbroken. Circle of love, reach out and spread.

Then all the world will share the glory,
Share in God’s blessings, share, and be fed.



SCRIPTURE Mark 12:28-34 Jenn DiFrancesco

One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that
Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the
commandments, which is the most important?”

“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord
our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The
second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment
greater than these.”

“Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right in saying that God is
one and there is no other but him. To love him with all your heart, with all
your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as
yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.”

When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far
from the kingdom of God.” And from then on no one dared ask him any
more questions.

This is the Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 

 SERMON Jenn DiFrancesco

*HYMN # 316 “Where Charity and Love Prevail”



INVITATION TO THE TABLE Jenn DiFrancesco
Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God. We gather today, not
only with those present but with all the saints who have gone before us—those
whose love shaped our lives, whose faith guided us, and whose hands labored
for justice and peace. This table extends beyond time and place, joining us
with the whole communion of saints.

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Jenn DiFrancesco
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Eternal God, holy and mighty, it is truly right and our greatest joy to give you
thanks and praise, for you are the Creator of heaven and earth. In your love,
you formed us in your image and called us to be your people. Even when we
turned from you, your love remained steadfast. You sent prophets to call us
back to your ways, and in the fullness of time, you sent your Son, Jesus
Christ, to redeem and save us.

Therefore, we join our voices with angels and archangels, and with all the
company of heaven, who forever sing to the glory of your name:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.



Holy are you, and blessed is your Son, Jesus Christ, who came to be the light
of the world, showing us your way of love and truth. Through his life, death,
and resurrection, you broke the power of sin and death and opened the way to
eternal life.

We give thanks for the saints who have gone before us, who now rest from
their labors and rejoice in your eternal presence. Today, we remember
especially those who have passed in the last year, and we name them before
you now in silence or aloud... [Pause for naming the saints]. We honor their
lives, and we trust in your promise of resurrection for them and for us.

As we gather at this table, we recall your great love for us, and we celebrate
the mystery of faith:

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died,
Christ is risen,
Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts, that the bread we
break and the cup we share may be the communion of the body and blood of
Christ. By your Spirit, unite us with all the saints of every time and place, that
we may be one in Christ and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ
comes in final victory, and we feast with all the saints in the joy of your eternal
realm.



And now, with the confidence of the children of God, 
we pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS
Our communion table offers grape juice and gluten-free wafers to welcome all.

Jenn DiFrancesco

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Jenn DiFrancesco
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you gave
yourself to us. As we have been nourished at your table, may we go forth,
strengthened by your Spirit, to be your hands and feet in the world. Help us to
live as witnesses of your love, proclaiming your justice, peace, and grace.
Unite us with all your saints, past and present, that together we may serve you
with joy. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.



INVITATION TO OFFERING

Besides donating by placing your donation in the plates by the doors, you may
also donate online or mail a check to the church. More information can be found

at the back of the bulletin. 

Jenn DiFrancesco
“Can one be passionate about the just, the ideal, the sublime, and the holy,
and yet commit to no labor in its cause? I don’t think so.” Mary Oliver’s
words beckon us to align our labor with our passion for the just and the holy.
We gather our offerings of actions and resources, that it may be so.

OFFERTORY Valerie Adelung “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”
by Todd Beaney

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION Jenn DiFrancesco
Gracious God, we bring our gifts before you, not out of obligation, but in joy and
gratitude for all you have done. Bless these offerings and the work of our hands,
that they may be used to build up your kingdom of love, justice, and peace. In all
we do, may we seek to honor you, loving our neighbors as ourselves. Amen.

*DOXOLOGY #606 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Amen.



*HYMN # 326 “For All the Saints”

*BENEDICTION Jenn DiFrancesco

POSTLUDE Valerie Adelung “For All the Saints” by Mark Hayes
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