
February 23, 2025

Love Your Enemies, Jennifer Flanders



*Please stand if you are able.
Congregation to recite bolded passages.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE 

CALL TO WORSHIP

Valerie Adelung

The Service of the Lord’s Day
Order of Worship 

Trust in the Lord and do good;
we will dwell in the land and feed on God's faithfulness.
Delight yourself in the Lord,
and God will give us the desires of our hearts.
Commit your way to the Lord;
we will trust in God, who will make our righteousness shine like the dawn.
Let us worship the God of justice and mercy.

Donna Marshall

“Since Jesus Came into My Heart”
by R. Kevin Boesiger

Jenn DiFrancesco

*HYMN # 307 "God of Grace and God of Glory"

CALL TO CONFESSION Donna Marshall
In Luke's Gospel, Jesus challenges us to love our enemies and do good to
those who hate us. How often have we fallen short of this calling? Let us bring
our shortcomings before God, trusting in divine mercy and grace to transform
our hearts.



PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Merciful God, we confess that we have failed to live as your children. Jesus
commands us to love our enemies, but we have nurtured grudges and resentment.
We are called to give generously, but we have held tightly to our possessions and
privileges. We are asked to bless those who curse us, but we have spoken words of
judgment and spite. Forgive us, Lord. Help us to trust in your provision, that we
might live with open hearts and generous spirits. Through Christ we pray. Amen.

Donna Marshall

(Silence is kept)

SUNG PRAYER OF CONFESSION #551
“Lord, Have Mercy”

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy upon us.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
As God has been merciful to us,
we are called to be merciful to others.
Trust in God's unfailing love.
Thanks be to God! Amen

Jenn DiFrancesco

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
May the Peace of Christ be with you.

and also with you.

Jenn DiFrancesco

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Living God, as we hear your Word read and proclaimed, quiet all voices within
us except your own. Help us to hear with open hearts, to understand with
transformed minds, and to respond with willing spirits, that we might live as your
disciples. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Donna Marshall



SCRIPTURE Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 Donna Marshall

Do not fret because of those who are evil
    or be envious of those who do wrong;
for like the grass they will soon wither,
    like green plants they will soon die away.

Trust in the Lord and do good;
    dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture.
Take delight in the Lord,
    and he will give you the desires of your heart.

Commit your way to the Lord;
    trust in him and he will do this:
He will make your righteous reward shine like the dawn,
    your vindication like the noonday sun.

Be still before the Lord
    and wait patiently for him;
do not fret when people succeed in their ways,
    when they carry out their wicked schemes.

Refrain from anger and turn from wrath;
    do not fret—it leads only to evil.
For those who are evil will be destroyed,
    but those who hope in the Lord will inherit the land.

A little while, and the wicked will be no more;
    though you look for them, they will not be found.
But the meek will inherit the land
    and enjoy peace and prosperity.

This is the Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 



SCRIPTURE  Luke 6:27-38 Jenn DiFrancesco

“But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who
hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. If
someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone
takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. Give to everyone who
asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back.
Do to others as you would have them do to you.

“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love
those who love them. And if you do good to those who are good to you, what
credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. And if you lend to those from
whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to
sinners, expecting to be repaid in full. But love your enemies, do good to
them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your
reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is
kind to the ungrateful and wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is
merciful.

“Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not
be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. Give, and it will be given to
you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will
be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to
you.”

This is the Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 

SPECIAL  MUSIC Valerie Adelung“Who you say I am”
by Ben Fielding and Reuben Morgan



*HYMN # 754 "Help Us Accept Each Other"

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER Jenn DiFrancesco

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO OFFERING

During this time of offering, you may place your gift in the plate as it is passed,
or give in any of the other ways listed in your bulletin's announcement page.

Jenn DiFrancesco
Jesus teaches us that the measure we give will be the measure we receive. As
we have freely received God's grace and mercy, let us freely give, supporting
the ministry and mission of Christ's church in the world.

OFFERTORY Valerie Adelung Reflection on “Kelvingrove”
by Tracy Craig McKibben

 SERMON Jenn DiFrancesco



*DOXOLOGY #608 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy ghost

*HYMN # 749 "We Are Called"

*BENEDICTION Jenn DiFrancesco

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION Jenn DiFrancesco
Generous God, you have given us so much. In gratitude, we return a portion of
what we have received. Use these gifts and our lives to create your kingdom of
mercy and justice. May our offering reflect the generosity you have shown us in
Christ. Make us instruments of your peace and channels of your grace. Amen.

POSTLUDE Valerie Adelung “The Solid Rock” by Tracey Craig McKibben
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