
March 9, 2025
First Week of Lent

TURNING 

TURNING OVEROVER TABLES
TABLES



*Please stand if you are able.
Congregation to recite bolded passages.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE 

CALL TO WORSHIP

Valerie Adelung

The Service of the Lord’s Day
Order of Worship 

We come to the table where Jesus meets us.
A table where the last are first, and the first are last.
We come carrying brokenness—our own and the world’s.
We come seeking transformation
Christ turns over what is shattered and makes space for healing.
Come, let us worship God.

Grace McDowell

“Near the Cross” by Lloyd Larson

Jenn DiFrancesco

*HYMN # 740 “Lead Me, Guide Me”

INVITATION TO CONFESSION Grace McDowell
At the table, Jesus saw more than what was polished and presentable—he saw
the cracks, the wear, the brokenness. And he welcomed it. Come, bring what
is fractured, what is failing, what is unfinished. God does not discard what is
shattered—God redeems it.



PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Merciful God,
We confess that we are too often content to sit at tables of privilege,
content with systems that serve us,
even as they exclude others.
We are slow to question, slow to change,
and hesitant to overturn what is broken.
Forgive us when we cling to comfort rather than seeking justice.
Turn over the tables in our hearts, O God.
Gather the shattered pieces of our lives,
and make something beautiful.
In the name of Jesus, the One who welcomes all, we pray. Amen.

Grace McDowell

(Silence is kept)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Hear this good news:
Jesus Christ turns over every barrier that separates us from God’s love.
In him, what is shattered is gathered. What is broken is mended.
We are forgiven. We are set free. So let us live as those who have been transformed!
Thanks be to God! Amen.

Jenn DiFrancesco

*CELEBRATION OF FORGIVENESS # 447

“We Are Forgiven”

We are forgiven, we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God, thanks be to God.

We are forgiven, we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God, thanks be to God.



 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
God, you speak in the breaking of bread, in the overturning of tables, in the quiet
whispers of grace. Give us ears to hear what we need, not just what we want.
May your Word shape us, change us, and turn us toward love. Amen.

Grace McDowell

SCRIPTURE Luke 19:1-10 Grace McDowell

He entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was rich. He was trying to see who
Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was short in
stature. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he
was going to pass that way. When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and
said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house
today.” So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. All who saw it
began to grumble and said, “He has gone to be the guest of one who is a
sinner.” Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, half of my
possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded anyone of
anything, I will pay back four times as much.” Then Jesus said to him,
“Today salvation has come to this house, because he, too, is a son of
Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.”

This is the Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 

SPECIAL  MUSIC Handbell Choir“Almighty/ Awesome God”

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
May the Peace of Christ be with you.

and also with you.

Jenn DiFrancesco



*HYMN # 456 “Listen, God is Calling”

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Jenn DiFrancesco
Jesus Christ, as he is attested for us in Holy Scripture,
is the one Word of God which we have to hear and obey in life and in death.

We reject the false doctrine that the church could and should acknowledge
as a source of its proclamation, apart from and besides this one Word of God,
other events, powers, figures, or truths, as God’s revelation.

We trust and confess that the church’s commission,
which is founded upon God’s reconciliation in Christ,
is to deliver the message of the free grace of God to all people
and to call them to faith and obedience.

We reject the false doctrine that the church can abandon this mission,
or place it in service of any worldly desires, purposes, or ideologies.

Jesus Christ alone is Lord of all, and in him, God is making all things new.
Amen.

(From the Barmen Confession, 1934)

 SERMON Jenn DiFrancesco
What was revealed to Zacchaeus that changed him?
How does Jesus turn over expectations in this story?
What is being revealed in your own life that needs transformation?

Turning Over Tables: Reveal



PRAYERS FOR THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER Jenn DiFrancesco

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO OFFERING

During this time of offering, you may place your gift in the plate as it is passed,
or give in any of the other ways listed in your bulletin's announcement page.

Jenn DiFrancesco
Jesus welcomed the outsider, dined with the excluded, and revealed a kingdom
where generosity flows freely. As we give, we participate in this abundant
grace—offering what we have so that all may be fed, all may belong, and all
may know God’s love. Let us bring our gifts with joy and gratitude.

OFFERTORY Valerie Adelung “Jesus Paid It All” 
by Tracey Craig McKibben

*DOXOLOGY #606 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen.



*HYMN # 747 "The Lord Now Send Us Forth"

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION Jenn DiFrancesco
God of abundance, we give these gifts as an act of trust—trust that you are
working in us, through us, and beyond us. Use them to nourish the hungry, to
welcome the stranger, and to build a world where your justice reigns. In Christ’s
name, we pray. Amen.

*BENEDICTION Jenn DiFrancesco
Go now, for God is still creating,
turning what is broken into something new.

Go, for Christ is still redeeming,
flipping the tables of injustice and making space for grace.

Go, for the Spirit is still moving,
breathing life into us and stirring us to act.

And may the blessing of God, who made us,
Christ, who calls us,
and the Spirit, who sends us forth,
be with you now and always. Amen.

POSTLUDE Valerie Adelung “Lord, Come and Take My Life”
by Patti Drennan
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