
November 30, 2025

Advent Wreath, Leah Newton



*Please stand if you are able.
Congregation to recite bolded passages.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE Valerie Adelung

The Service of the Lord’s Day
Order of Worship 

“There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”
by Todd Beaney

Jenn DiFrancesco

THE MEANING OF THE HANGING OF THE GREENS
Advent is not a countdown to Christmas, but a sacred invitation to prepare
our hearts. Each decoration we place tells a story. The evergreens whisper of
life that endures. The nativity reminds us that God moved into our
neighborhood. The lights declare that darkness never gets the last word. As
we ready this space, we ready our hearts. The Lord has come. Let earth
receive her King.

Donna Marshall

CALL TO WORSHIP
The world is weary, but God is still moving.
We are waiting for hope to take root again.
Darkness lingers, yet the light has not gone out.
We watch for the first small flicker of dawn.
The Lord is near, though not yet fully revealed.
We open our hearts to the promise of hope. Come, Lord Jesus. We are waiting,
and we are ready to begin again.

Jenn DiFrancesco

*OPENING HYMN # 82 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”



PREPARING THE SPACE AND OUR HEARTS

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
In a weary world, hope can feel fragile. Still, God keeps showing up. From the
first light of creation to a promise whispered in the dark, God’s presence has
always found a way to break through. 

Today we light the candle of Hope. It may be just one small flame, but it’s
enough to remind us that the story isn’t over yet. The Lord has come, and we
are not alone. Let every heart prepare Him room.

Joyce Beall

SUNG RESPONSE “Joy to the World” (verse 1)
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!

Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room,

And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing,

And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.

HANGING OF THE EVERGREEN WREATHS
We hang these evergreen wreaths as signs of life that will not end. Their circle
reminds us that God’s love has no limits. May these greens draw us into the
promise of new life already stirring.

Wende Smith

*HYMN # 85 “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”

WORD AND REFLECTION

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Holy One, sometimes we rush right past the moments when You’re speaking.
Slow us down. Clear the noise. Help us listen with hope. And as we listen, may
Your Word take root and grow. Amen.

Donna Marshall



SCRIPTURE Isaiah 43:1-7 Donna Marshall
But now thus says the Lord,
    he who created you, O Jacob,
    he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
    I have called you by name; you are mine.
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you,
    and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
    and the flame shall not consume you.
For I am the Lord your God,
    the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
I give Egypt as your ransom,
Cush and Seba in exchange for you.
Because you are precious in my sight
    and honored and I love you,
I give people in return for you,
    nations in exchange for your life.
Do not fear, for I am with you; 
I will bring your offspring from the east,
    and from the west I will gather you;
I will say to the north, “Give them up,”
 and to the south, “Do not withhold;
bring my sons from far away
 and my daughters from the end of the earth—
everyone who is called by my name,
 whom I created for my glory,
 whom I formed and made.”

This is the Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 



PLACING OF THE NATIVITY SCENE
We place this nativity scene to remind us what we’re waiting for— the
promise of God choosing to dwell among us. In a humble manger, divinity
will meet humanity, and heaven will touch earth. May this scene prepare our
hearts for that holy arrival still to come.

Judy Binkley

*HYMN # 107 “Awake! Awake. and Greet the New Morn”

SCRIPTURE  Luke 1:26-38 Judy Binkley
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee
called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said,
“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed
by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said
to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And
now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him
Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the
Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over
the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary
said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to
her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be
called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also
conceived a son, and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren.
For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel
departed from her.

This is the Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 



SPECIAL MUSIC Valerie Adelung“For the Lord is Good” by Gary Sadler

SERMON Jenn DiFrancescoHope Begins in Small Places

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

INVITATION TO OFFERING Jenn DiFrancesco
Hope takes practice. Every gift we give, every act of care, helps build the
world God dreams of. Let us offer what we have with hearts full of hope.

During this time of offering, you may place your gift in the plate as you leave this
morning, or give in any of the other ways listed in your bulletin's announcement page.

OFFERTORY Valerie Adelung“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” by Lloyd Larson

*DOXOLOGY # 144 “In the Bleak Midwinter” (verse 4)
What can I give Him, poor as I am?

 If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
 If I were a wise man, I would do my part;
 Yet what I can I give Him: give my heart.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND TREE LIGHTING Steve Plano
Sharon Huber-Plano

God of light and promise, bless these gifts and the hearts that bring them. May
they carry Your hope into every corner that feels forgotten. And as this tree shines
before us, may Your Spirit shine within us. Amen.



*HYMN # 772 “Live into Hope”

*BENEDICTION Jenn DiFrancesco

POSTLUDE Valerie Adelung“Lord of the Wind and Sea” by Lloyd Larson
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