
April 2, 2026
Maundy Thursday

Maundy Thursday, Barry Huyett



*Please stand if you are able.
Congregation to recite bolded passages.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE 

CALL TO WORSHIP

Valerie Adelung

Maundy Thursday
Order of Worship 

On this night,
Jesus gathered with His disciples at the table.
On this night,
they remembered the story of deliverance.
On this night,
bread was broken and the cup was shared.
On this night,
love drew near to suffering.
When the world breaks apart,
God gathers.
When fear closes in,
Christ remains faithful.
When the table is fractured,
the Spirit makes us one.
We come to remember, to receive, and to be changed.
Let us worship God.

Jenn DiFrancesco

“Near the Cross” by Franklin Ritter

Jenn DiFrancesco

*HYMN # 202 “An Upper Room Did Our Lord Prepare”

INVITATION TO CONFESSION Donna Marshall
Before we come to the table, let us confess our sin, trusting in the mercy of
God.



PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against You in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved You with our whole heart. We have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We have not honored the body of Christ. We have gone our own way,
looked to our own interests, and failed to make room for one another.

Forgive us, we pray. By Your mercy, make us humble, honest, and ready to
receive again the love You give so freely in Jesus Christ. Amen.

Donna Marshall

(Silence is kept)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Hear the good news: God’s mercy is not exhausted by our failure.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and set free to love and serve.
Thanks be to God.

Jenn DiFrancesco

*CELEBRATION OF FORGIVENESS # 581

“Gloria Patri”

Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,

world without end.
Amen, amen.

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
May the Peace of Christ be with you.

and also with you.

Jenn DiFrancesco



SCRIPTURE Exodus 12:29–36 Donna Marshall

At midnight the Lord struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from
the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his throne to the firstborn of the prisoner
who was in the dungeon and all the firstborn of the livestock. Pharaoh arose
in the night, he and all his officials and all the Egyptians, and there was a loud
cry in Egypt, for there was not a house without someone dead. Then he
summoned Moses and Aaron in the night and said, “Rise up, go away from
my people, both you and the Israelites! Go, serve the Lord, as you said. Take
your flocks and your herds, as you said, and be gone. And ask a blessing for
me, too!”

 The Egyptians urged the people to hasten their departure from the land, for
they said, “We shall all be dead.” So the people took their dough before it was
leavened, with their kneading bowls wrapped up in their cloaks on their
shoulders. The Israelites had acted according to the word of Moses; they had
asked the Egyptians for jewelry of silver and gold and for clothing, and the
Lord had given the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they let
them have what they asked. And so they plundered the Egyptians.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
God of freedom and remembrance, open these ancient words to us tonight. As we
hear of a people leaving in haste and a church forgetting how to share the table,
show us what love requires. Give us ears to hear, hearts to receive, and courage to
be changed. Amen.

Donna Marshall

This is the Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 

SPECIAL MUSIC “Lamb of God” by Twila Paris Valerie Adelung



SCRIPTURE 1 Corinthians 11:17–22, 27–34 Jenn DiFrancesco

Now in the following instructions I do not commend you, because when you
come together it is not for the better but for the worse. For, to begin with,
when you come together as a church, I hear that there are divisions among
you, and to some extent I believe it. Indeed, there have to be factions among
you, for only so will it become clear who among you are genuine. When you
come together, it is not really to eat the Lord’s supper. For when the time
comes to eat, each of you proceeds to eat your own supper, and one goes
hungry and another becomes drunk. What! Do you not have households to
eat and drink in? Or do you show contempt for the church of God and
humiliate those who have nothing? What should I say to you? Should I
commend you? In this matter I do not commend you!

Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an
unworthy manner will be answerable for the body and blood of the Lord.
Examine yourselves, and only then eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For
all who eat and drink without discerning the body eat and drink judgment
against themselves. For this reason many of you are weak and ill, and some
have died. But if we judged ourselves, we would not be judged. But when we
are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be condemned
along with the world.

So then, my brothers and sisters, when you come together to eat, wait for one
another. If you are hungry, eat at home, so that when you come together, it
will not be for your condemnation. About the other things I will give
instructions when I come.

This is the Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 



SERMON Jenn DiFrancescoI Wonder What Love Requires

*HYMN # 525 “Let Us Break Bread Together”

INVITATION TO THE TABLE Cathy Bashore

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Cathy Bashore and Jenn DiFrancesco
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is truly right and our greatest joy to give You thanks and praise, O God of
freedom, mercy, and covenant. You heard the cries of Your people in Egypt.
You moved in the darkness. You led them through a night of fear toward the
promise of freedom. You gave them a meal to remember, a meal for the
journey, a meal that marked them as Yours. And when the world was hungry
for justice, for mercy, for hope, You sent Jesus Christ.

He came not with power that crushes, but with love that kneels. Not with
force, but with faithfulness. Not to be served, but to serve, to gather the
forgotten, to feed the hungry, and to make strangers into one body

On the night before He died, our Lord Jesus took bread, and after giving
thanks to You, He broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying: Take, eat.
This is My body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.



In the same way He took the cup, saying: This cup is the new covenant sealed
in My blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it,
do this in remembrance of Me.

Remembering Your mighty and merciful acts in Jesus Christ, we take from
Your creation this bread and this cup and joyfully celebrate His dying and
rising, as we await the day of His coming again.

Pour out Your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these Your gifts of bread and cup,
that the bread we break and the cup we bless may be for us the communion of
the body and blood of Christ.

Make us one with Him. Make us one with each other. Make us a people who
do not rush ahead while others wait. Make us a people who do not feast while
others go hungry. Make us a people who recognize Christ in one another and
learn, at last, what love requires.

Through the Lord Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray saying,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Cathy Bashore
God of mercy, You have fed us at Your table. You have met us in bread and cup.
You have reminded us that love is not shallow, not easy, not private Send us now
with the memory of this meal in our bodies. Teach us to love one another with
honesty, with courage, with tenderness, and with room enough for all. In the
name of Jesus Christ, who loved us to the end. Amen.

*HYMN # 220 “Go to Dark Gethsemane”

*BENEDICTION Jenn DiFrancesco

POSTLUDE Valerie Adelung “There is a Green Hill Far Away”
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