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The Service of the Lord’s Day
Order of Worship

*Please stand if you are able.
Congregation to recite bolded passages.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Jenn DiFrancesco
PRELUDE “Romanze” by Robert Schumann Valerie Adelung
CALL TO WORSHIP Grace McDowell

Come in from the noise.

Come in from the hurry.

Bring the truth of your life with you.

We come because God is already here.

Christ calls us to live awake, to love with courage, and to trust that we are held.
So we come to worship. We come to listen, we come to follow.

*HYMN # 39 “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”

INVITATION TO CONFESSION Grace McDowell
Jesus tells us what it means to follow him. He does not promise it to be an
easy road, but he does promise that God sees us, knows us, and holds us.
Trusting in the mercy of God, we bring our whole selves before God, the
places where we have been faithful, and the places where we have fallen short.
Let us confess our sin together.



PRAYER OF CONFESSION Grace McDowell
Merciful God, we confess that we often want faith to be easy. We want Your
comfort without Your challenge. We want Your peace without the work of
justice. We want to follow Jesus without risking too much. Forgive us when fear
keeps us silent. Forgive us when comfort becomes our highest goal. Forgive us
when we choose approval over truth, or safety over love. Give us courage to
follow Christ with honest hearts, steady spirits, and lives shaped by Your mercy.
Amen.

(Silent Confession)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON Jenn DiFrancesco
Hear the Good News: God is good and forgiving, abounding in steadfast love

to all who call. The God who knows every sparrow also knows us. The God
who sees us clearly loves us completely. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven,
restored, and called again. Friends, believe the Good News of the Gospel:
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Amen.

*CELEBRATION OF FORGIVENESS # 581

“Gloria Patr1”

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST Jenn DiFrancesco
May the Peace of Christ be with you.
and also with you.



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Grace McDowell

God of mercy and truth, by Your Spirit, open Your Word to us and open us to

Your Word. Give us courage to hear what is hard, grace to receive what is

healing, and faith to follow where Christ leads. Amen.

SCRIPTURE Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17

Incline your ear, O Lord, and answer me,
for I am poor and needy.

Preserve my life, for I am devoted to you;
save your servant who trusts in you.

You are my God; be gracious to me, O Lord,
for to you do I cry all day long.

Gladden the soul of your servant,
for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.

For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving,

abounding in steadfast love to all who call on you.

Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer;
listen to my cry of supplication.

In the day of my trouble I call on you,
for you will answer me.

There is none like you among the gods, O Lord,
nor are there any works like yours.
All the nations you have made shall come
and bow down before you, O Lord,
and shall glorify your name.
For you are great and do wondrous things;
you alone are God.

Grace McDowell



Turn to me and be gracious to me;
give your strength to your servant;
save the child of your maidservant.
Show me a sign of your favor,
so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame,
because you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me.

The Word of God for the people of God.

Thanks be to God.
SPECIAL MUSIC “Lord, Have Mercy” by Steve Merkel Valerie Adelung
SCRIPTURE Matthew 10:24-39 Jenn DiFrancesco

A disciple is not above the teacher nor a slave above the master; it is enough
for the disciple to be like the teacher and the slave like the master. If they have
called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign
those of his household!

So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered
and nothing secret that will not become known. What I say to you in the dark,
tell in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops.
Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather, fear the
one who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold
for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your
Father. And even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid;
you are of more value than many sparrows.



Everyone, therefore, who acknowledges me before others, I also will
acknowledge before my Father in heaven, but whoever denies me before
others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven.

Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to
bring peace but a sword.

For I have come to set a man against his father,

and a daughter against her mother,

and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law,

and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and
whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me, and
whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Those
who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will

find it.

The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON Seen, Held, and Sent Jenn DiFrancesco



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  The Apostles’ Creed Jenn DiFrancesco

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth,

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontious Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;

he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand
of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen

*HYMN # 724 “O Jesus, I Have Promised”



PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power,

and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO OFFERING
All that we have and all that we are belong to God. With grateful hearts, let us
offer our gifts, so that they may be used for the ministry of this church, the care

of our neighbors, and the work of Christ in the world.

Jenn DiFrancesco

Jenn DiFrancesco

During this time of offering, we can share our financial gifts by placing them in the

OFFERTORY

offering plates as you leave, or giving online.

“Chapel Litany” by James Southridge

Valerie Adelung



*DOXOLOGY # 606
“Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise Him, all creatures here below;
praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Amen

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION Jenn DiFrancesco
Gracious God, all that we have comes from You. Receive these gifts as a sign of

our gratitude and as tools for your work in the world. Use them and use us to
share mercy, speak truth, serve our neighbors, and follow Christ with courage.

Amen.
*HYMN # 718 “Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said”
*BENEDICTION Jenn DiFrancesco
POSTLUDE “Fanfare & Trumpeting” by David Paxton Valerie Adelung
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Thank you to our liturgist: Grace McDowell

Thank you to our ushers: Phyllis DiFrancesco
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CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

39

Great Is Thy Faithfulness
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Written as a meditation on Lamentations 3:22-23, this text is one of the few hymns among the 1200 poems by
this Methodist writer and pastor that has gained much currency. The tune that appears here was composed
especially for these words, and the pairing has proved enduring.

TEXT: Thomas O, Chisholm, 1923
MUSIC: Willlam Marion Burvan, 1921

Text andd Music © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Pubiishing Company

FAITHFULNESS
11.10,11,10 with refrain

CCLI# 1296903



DISCIPLESHIP AND MISSION

724 O Jesus, | Have Promised
| | b,

| | k,
%_'*_4.4 ' ——
o

| | |

i~ =g =]

10 Je-sus, | have prom-ised to serve thee to the end;
2 0 let me feel thee near me! The world is  ev - er near
30 let me hear thee speak-ing in ac - cents clear and still,
4 O Je - sus, thou hast prom-ised to all who fol - low thee
T 1 > J f - )
: ° ,! —_——ta e F 2
| | | | | | r ! )
rArmem i e e e e
11 I 1
L — g = ']—“, o =S5
. Iz - -
be thou for-ev - er near me my Mas - ter and my friend;
I see  the sights that daz - zle; the tempt - ing sounds |  hear.
a - bove thestorms of pas - sion, the mur-murs of self - will;
that where thou art in glo - ry there shall thy ser-vant be.
e |

ExS
\

I -

=

PSR i

R — |
il > = I E - dl-
I shall not fear the bat - tle if thou art by my side
My foes are ev - er near  me, a- round me and with - in;
O speak to re-as - sure me to has - ten or con - trol;
And, Je - sus, I have prom-ised to serve thee to the end;
= | | o P
ﬁ 2 - - ' F P
= i —t I st ——1 _I‘. 1 r
| r_r |'—“|: A 1 '
| 4 N | | ; ;
]
9 g% ¢ ¥ o
nor wan - der from the path-way if thou wilt be my guide.
but, Je - sus, draw thou near - er and shield my soul from sin.
(}  speak, and make me lis - ten, thou guard - ian of my soul
O give me grace to fol - low, my Mas - ter and my friend.
z &"J ’ ’ " ' F 1
e e e b I
1 r 4 | ro| | |9—

Written to highlight the promises made by the author's daughter and two sons at their confirmation, this
text equally well recalls the promises of discipleship made in Baptism and in the Reaffirmation of the
Baptismal Covenant, The tune was written for a text now unused.

TEXT: kahn Frives! Bode, 1866, all
MALISK: Arthor Henry Mann, 1881

AMGEL'S STORY
T 6760
lalternate tune: NYLAMND, 725)



Take Up Your Cross,

DISCIFLESHIP AND MISSION

the Savior Said 718
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Written by a nineteen-year-old in Connecticut, this challenging

text has been widely printed on both sides of

the Atlantic. It is strengthened by its resolute repetition of the same four words at the beginning of each
stanza and by the appropriately stark shape note tune.

TEXT: Charles William Everest, 1813, alt.
MUSIC: Attr. Freeman Lewis, 1814; harm. John Leon Haoker, 1984

Music Harm. € 1984 John Leon Hooker
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