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The Service of the Lord’s Day
Order of Worship

*Please stand if you are able.
Congregation to recite bolded passages.

WEEK 1: WATER IS LIFE
WATER AS GIFT, ABUNDANCE, AND BLESSING

PRELUDE “Come, Thou Font” by Tracey Craig McKibben  Valerie Adelung
WELCOME Jenn DiFrancesco
CALL TO WORSHIP from Psalm 65 Elaine DePoy

O God, You visit the earth and water it. With life, You greatly enrich it.

The river of God is full of water. You provide the people with grain, so You have
prepared it.

O God, You water the furrows of our Earth abundantly, settling its ridges,
softening it with showers, and blessing its growth.

The pastures of the wilderness overflow. The meadows clothe themselves with

flocks. The valleys deck themselves with grain. We shout and sing together for

joy.
Let us worship God.
*HYMN # 14 “For the Beauty of the Earth”
INVITATION TO CONFESSION Elaine DePoy

The God who gives water to the earth also gives mercy to the weary. Trusting
in the abundance of God’s grace, let us confess our sin together.



PRAYER OF CONFESSION Elaine DePoy
Almighty and gracious God, we confess that at times we lose sight of the
abundance of the gifts You have provided us with. We forget the blessings we
have and see only the ones we don’t. We ignore Your presence in our lives, taking
advantage of Your abundant love and the nourishment You provide. Have mercy
on us. Help us remember that water is the foundation of our spiritual well-being.
Forgive our sin so that we may engage in a holy and thankful life alongside each
other, using the blessings You have granted us to act in Your name and create a
more just world.

(Silent Confession)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON Jenn DiFrancesco
Beloved, hear the Good News: God’s mercy is as steady as the rain, as deep as
the river, as near as this water.
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God.

*RESPONSE TO GRACE “I’ve Got Peace Like a River”

I've got peace like a river,
I've got peace like a river,
I've got peace like a river in my soul.
I've got peace like a river,
I've got peace like a river,
I've got peace like a river in my soul.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE Jenn DiFrancesco
The Peace of Christ be with you.
and also with you.



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Holy One, we come thirsty for Your Word. Lead us to the water of life, refresh us

Elaine DePoy

with Your grace, and open our hearts to receive what You are speaking today.
Amen.

SUNG RESPONSE “Let All Who Are Thirsty Come”
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SCRIPTURE Isaiah 55:1-3 Elaine DePoy
Hear, everyone who thirsts;
come to the waters;
and you who have no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread
and your earnings for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.

The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

WONDERING Jenn DiFrancesco

WATER ADVENTURE Noticing Elaine DePoy



LITANY OF NOTICING Elaine DePoy

For water 1n rivers and streams,

for rain that softens the earth,

for oceans, wells, puddles, and springs,
we give You thanks, O God.

For water in our homes,

1n sinks and showers,

in coffee cups and soup pots,

in washing machines, garden hoses, and pet bowls,
we give You thanks, O God.

For water that grows our food,
cleans our hands,

cools our bodies,

and keeps us alive,

we give You thanks, O God.

For water we remember,

the rivers we have visited,

the creeks where we played,

the shorelines that gave us peace,

and the places that still live in our hearts,
we give You thanks, O God.

For water that is too easy to overlook,

for gifts that are too close to notice,

for grace that has been holding us before we knew to ask,
we give You thanks, O God.



CONGREGATIONAL PROJECT Jenn DiFrancesco
When you came in this morning, you received a blue water drop with your
bulletin. In just a moment, you’ll be invited to bring that drop forward and
add it to the river we are beginning today. Each week, we’ll add something
new to the river as we move through this worship series. Today, we are
beginning with gratitude. As you add your drop, silently name one gift from
God you do not want to take for granted. It might be clean water. It might be
food, shelter, rest, friendship, forgiveness, community, or hope.

If coming forward is difficult or you would rather stay seated, that is
completely fine. Just hold up your water drop, and someone will collect it and
add it to the river for you. Together, these drops remind us that God’s gifts do
not stop with us. They flow through us.

*HYMN # 37 “Let All Things Now Living”

WHERE THE RIVER LEADS  “Water doesn’t come from a tap | UNICEF”

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER Jenn DiFrancesco
God of Living Water, we come to You with grateful hearts. We thank You
for water that gives life: for rain that softens the earth, for rivers and streams,
for oceans and wells, for water that cleans, refreshes, nourishes, and restores.

We thank You for the gifts we often overlook: a cup filled from the faucet,
food grown from watered soil, the beauty of creation, the strength of
community, and the mercy that meets us again and again.

God of abundance, teach us gratitude.

We pray for Your creation, for places where the land is dry, where crops have
failed, where rivers are polluted, where storms have destroyed homes, for
Rising Waters have brought fear instead of blessing.

God of abundance, teach us care.



We pray for our neighbors, near and far, who do not have safe water to drink.
We pray for children who walk long distances for water, for families whose
water has been contaminated, for communities ignored by those in power,
and for all who work for clean water, public health, and environmental
justice.

God of abundance, teach us justice.

For those who are thirsty in body, mind, or spirit. For those who are grieving.
For those who are lonely. For those who are sick. For those who are tired
from carrying too much for too long. For those who need renewal and do not
know where to find it.

God of abundance, teach us compassion.

We pray for this church, for the children and adults learning together in this
series, for our worship, our mission, our neighbors, and our shared life. Make
us people who receive your gifts with thanksgiving and share them with joy.
We pray all of this in the name of Jesus, who invites all who are thirsty to
come and drink and who taught us to pray, saying:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power,

and the glory, forever. Amen.



INVITATION TO OFFERING Jenn DiFrancesco
God has poured blessings into our lives. We have the opportunity to return a

portion of what has been given to us, trusting that God can use our gifts for
healing, hope, and love.

During this time of offering, we can share our financial gifts by placing them in the
offering plates as you leave, or giving online.

OFFERTORY “The River” by Brian Doerksen Valerie Adelung

*DOXOLOGY # 710 “We Lift Our Voices”
We lift our voices; we lift our hands;
we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering.
Lord, use our voices; Lord, use our hands;
Lord, use our lives; they are yours: we are an offering.
All that we have, all that we are
all that we hope to be, we give to you, we give to you.
We lift our voices; we lift our hands;
we lift our lives up to you:
we are an offering; we are an offering.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION Jenn DiFrancesco
Generous God, You give water to the earth, food to the hungry, mercy to the

weary, and grace to us all. Receive these gifts. Use them for the work of Your
love. Let them become part of the river of blessing flowing through this church,
into our community, and out into Your world. Amen.

*HYMN # 714 “God of the Fertile Fields”



SENDING CHALLENGE Jenn DiFrancesco
One thing to notice, do, or pray about during the week

*BENEDICTION Jenn DiFrancesco
POSTLUDE “Every Time I Feel the Spirit” by Lloyd Larson Valerie Adelung
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Thank you to our liturgist: Elaine DePoy
Thank you to our ushers: Elaine DePoy, Phyllis DiFrancesco

Sanctuary artwork created by Grace McDowell and Julia Wells of
the Creative Crafters club.

SUMMER SERIES
Over five weeks, we will build a river together in the sanctuary. Each week,
you will receive a small piece to add to the river during worship. These pieces
will help us tell the story of water in scripture: water as gift, water in dry
places, water as hope, water as grace, and living water shared with the world.

If you would rather remain seated during the congregational project, simply
hold up your piece and an usher, elder, deacon, or child will collect it and
add it to the river for you.
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CREATION AND PROVIDEMNCE

For the Beauty of the Earth 14
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In the course of many revisions, the original eucharistic emphasis of this text has shifted to a hymn of
thanksgiving for a wide range of human experience, with a Christological summation. It is set hene to the
tune that is customary in North America, though not elsewhere.

TEXT: Folliot Sarmbiord Fierpoing, 1864, a1 X
MUSIC: Congad Kocher, 1838; abe. William Henry Monk, 1861; harm. The English Hymaal, 1906 r i i o e |



CREATION AND PROVIDENCE
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DEDICATION AND STEWARDSHIP

God of the Fertile Fields 714

| i I | | . T 1 ]
=== ==
a0
o - S T -
1 God of the fer - tile  fields, shap - er  of
2 We would be stew - ards  true, hold - ing  in
3 As grows the hid - den  seed to  fruit that
4 God of  the coun - try - side, dear to  the
i
Soat ¢ DL Loz or 83
|
— -~ ——
e '
=l | : | ; | |
e w g E ==
SRR R
earth that yields our dai - ly bread: forth from your
trust from you all that you give; help us in
Serves our need, S0 your reign grows. Let all our
Christ who died to make us  one: we pledge our
151 - = l . » #»
) A E S
e — - e i e —
e | 3 . | | E |
: N : : : | N
=== —c=
boun - teous hand come gifts  your love has planned,
love to  share, teach us like vou to care
toil be  used, 1o mift of yours a - bused,
lives a - new in faith - ful love to  you
: - - ol ol
) e b 8 e, e " 3
=== et
| J r
— #l ! dh | Ir i i 1
] 1 | |
A - R | R R S
that all in ev - ery land ke clothed and fed.
for peo - ple ev - ery - where, that all may live.
no hum - ble  task re - fused vyour love be - stows.
Guide all we say and do. Your will be done.
| J ﬂl . . » ;
) F [ & 3 S |
L5 ! : — . - » 1

| I I =

Greater awareness has enlarged Christian stewardship to develop new dimensions of concem for people in
all parts of the world. Because we believe that it is God's will that the gifts we have received should be
shared, this hymn concludes with that phrase from the Lord’s Prayer.

TEXT: Geowgia Harkress, 1955, al. ITALLAM HY MM
BALISHT: Fedice afer Gaarclin, 1769, all. Db G G4
Tewt © 1955, fen. 1983 The Hymur Socaly fadawin. Hope Pullidhing Compamy)
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