
July 5, 2026



*Please stand if you are able.
Congregation to recite bolded passages.

WELCOME

PRELUDE Valerie Adelung

The Service of the Lord’s Day
Order of Worship 

CALL TO WORSHIP from Psalm 63
O God, my soul thirsts for You and my flesh faints for You, like in a dry and
weary land where there is no water.
My lips will praise Your name.
I look upon You in the sanctuary, recognizing and beholding Your power and
glory. Your steadfast love is better than life.
My lips will praise Your name.
I will bless You as long as I live. 
O God, I will lift up my hands and call on Your name.

John Snead

*HYMN # 327 “From All That Dwell Below the Skies”

Judy Binkley

INVITATION TO CONFESSION John Snead
Just as God blesses us with water, God also blesses us with mercy. As we trust
in the gift of God’s provision, let us confess our sin together.

“Dwell, Spirit, in our Hearts” by Michael Shea

WEEK 2: WHEN WATER RUNS LOW



PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of grace and mercy, we confess that we have failed to maintain trust in Your
provisions in the midst of scarcity. When water runs low, we turn on You,
doubting Your ability and willingness to quench our thirst. We so long for the
river of plentiness that we ignore the small pockets of refreshment You offer.
This week, help us to acknowledge the small ways You bless us, from the clean
water in our faucets to the rain which nourishes our plants. Help us trust that the
blessing of water will come and to have faith in the inevitability of Your love.
Grant us forgiveness so that we may spread the message that Your love is
everlasting and so that we may help expand access to water’s blessings to
everyone in our communities. 

John Snead

(Silent Confession)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Beloved, take comfort in knowing our God sees and understands the
inevitability of sin. Recognize this: God’s forgiveness is never-ending and
always present. Let us celebrate God’s mercy, just as we celebrate the
plentifulness of the water God blesses us with. 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God.

Judy Binkley

*RESPONSE TO GRACE 

I've got joy like a fountain,
I've got joy like a fountain,

I've got joy like a fountain in my soul.
I've got joy like a fountain,
I've got joy like a fountain,

I've got joy like a fountain in my soul.

“I’ve Got Peace Like a River”
(verse 2)



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Holy One, we come thirsty for Your Word. Lead us to the water of life, refresh us
with Your grace, and open our hearts to receive what You are speaking today.
Amen.

John Snead

SUNG RESPONSE “Let All Who Are Thirsty Come”

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you.

and also with you!

Judy Binkley



SCRIPTURE Exodus 17:1-7 John Snead
From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed
by stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was
no water for the people to drink. The people quarreled with Moses and said,
“Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me?
Why do you test the Lord?” But the people thirsted there for water, and the
people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of
Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried
out to the Lord, “What shall I do for this people? They are almost ready to
stone me.” The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people and take
some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which
you struck the Nile and go. I will be standing there in front of you on the rock
at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people
may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He called the
place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the
Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”

The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 

WONDERING Judy Binkley

WATER ADVENTURE John Snead



*HYMN # 340 “This Is My Song”

CONGREGATIONAL PROJECT Judy Binkley
This morning, you received a stone with your bulletin. In a moment, you will
be asked to come forward and add it to the river we began creating last week.
Today, we are focusing on permanence. As you add your stone, silently name
one presence in your life which grounds your faith and trust in God. It could
be a person, community group, place, meal. Think of how this presence
provides a resurgence of faith even in the midst of drought. 

If coming forward is difficult or you would rather stay seated, that is
completely fine. Just hold up your stone, and someone will collect it and add it
to the river for you. Together, these stones remind us that even through the
doubt, we remain steadfast in our belief in God’s waters. 

WHERE THE RIVER LEADS Living and Serving in Countries with Little Water 
Presentation by Chris and Elise from the Peace Corps

INVITATION TO THE TABLE Cathy Bashore
Friends, this is the table of Jesus Christ. It is not a table for people who have
never doubted. It is not a table for those who trust easily. It is not a table for
people who have never wondered whether there would be enough. This is a
table for thirsty people, for weary people. For people who know what it is to
stand in a dry place and ask, “Is God among us or not?” 

At this table, Christ meets us with bread for the journey and a cup of grace.
Here, we remember that God’s provision is never meant for one person, one
household, one church, or one nation alone. God feeds us so that we may
become part of God’s feeding of the world.

So come, not because you have everything figured out, but because Christ has
made room for you. Come hungry. Come thirsty. Come ready to receive.



GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Cathy Bashore
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Holy God, we give You thanks because You are the God who meets Your
people in dry places. When creation waited for life, You gathered the waters
and called for the earth. When Your people crossed through fear, You made a
way through the sea. When they wandered in the wilderness, and thirst rose
up around them, You brought water from a rock. Again and again, You have
shown Your people that scarcity is not the end of the story.

You did not ignore our need; You do not shame our questions. You do not
turn away when we are tired, afraid, or uncertain; rather, You come near.
You provide enough for the journey. You call communities to share what they
have. You teach nations to seek the good of all the people, not their own
safety, comfort, or success. And so we join our voices with the saints of every
time and place, with all creation, and with all who thirst for Your justice,
singing:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of
Your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy God, blessed is Jesus Christ, Your beloved one. He came among us as
living water. He fed the hungry, welcomed the forgotten, touched the hurting,
and blessed the poor. He crossed borders, broke open old divisions, and
showed us that Your mercy cannot be contained by tribe, nation, status, or
fear. When the world responded with violence, Jesus did not return violence.
When Love was poured out on the cross, You raised Him into life.



On the night before He died, Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks, He
broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying: Take, eat. This is my body, given
for You. Do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, He took the cup, saying: This cup is the New Covenant
sealed in my blood, poured out for You and for the many for the forgiveness
of sins. Whenever You drink it, do this in remembrance of me.

Remembering Your faithfulness in the wilderness, remembering Christ's life,
death, and resurrection, and trusting Your Spirit to sustain us, we offer
ourselves to You.

Pour out Your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and cup.
Make them be for us communion with Christ and make us one with Him and
with one another. Send us from this table as people who trust Your provision,
even when water runs low. Give us the courage to notice who is thirsty. Give
us compassion to share what we have. Give us wisdom to work for a world
where clean water, daily bread, and human dignity are not treated as
privileges but received as gifts meant for all. Through Christ, with Christ, in
Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor are Yours, O God,
now and always. Now let us pray as You taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.



DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS Cathy Bashore

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Cathy Bashore
God of the wilderness and the table, You have met us here with bread for the
journey and a cup of grace. When we are afraid there will not be enough, teach
us to trust You. When others are thirsty, teach us to notice. When the world tells
us to protect only our own, open our hearts to Your care for all people and all
creation. Send us out refreshed, strengthened, and ready to share the life You
have given us.
Amen.

INVITATION TO OFFERING Judy Binkley
God has provided us with water in the midst of drought and throughout our
small doubts. As we thank God for God’s mercy, we have the opportunity to
share what we have been granted, trusting that God will use these gifts to help
all witness the blessing of this water.

During this time of offering, we can share our financial gifts by placing them in the
offering plates as you leave, or giving online.

OFFERTORY Valerie Adelung“Living Waters” by Kristyn Getty & Ed Cash



*DOXOLOGY # 710
We lift our voices; we lift our hands;

we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering.
Lord, use our voices; Lord, use our hands;

Lord, use our lives; they are yours: we are an offering.
All that we have, all that we are

all that we hope to be, we give to you, we give to you.
We lift our voices; we lift our hands;

we lift our lives up to you:
we are an offering; we are an offering.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Almighty God, You provide the water flowing through the earth, the foundation of
all life we have the luck to witness. We ask You to receive these gifts as tokens of
our thankfulness, reminders of our trust in Your mercy. May they act as the
stones guiding Your river, allowing Your blessings to touch each and every
member of our church, community, and world. Amen. 

Judy Binkley

*HYMN # 346 “For the Healing of the Nations”

“We Lift Our Voices”

SENDING CHALLENGE AND BENEDICTION Judy Binkley
One thing to notice, do, or pray about during the week

POSTLUDE Valerie Adelung“Life Eternal” by Gerald Peterson



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Thank you to our liturgist: John Snead

Thank you to our ushers: Susan Bond, Wende Smith

Over five weeks, we will build a river together in the sanctuary. Each week,
you will receive a small piece to add to the river during worship. These pieces
will help us tell the story of water in scripture: water as gift, water in dry
places, water as hope, water as grace, and living water shared with the world.

If you would rather remain seated during the congregational project, simply
hold up your piece and an usher, elder, deacon, or child will collect it and
add it to the river for you.

SUMMER SERIES

Sanctuary artwork created by Grace McDowell and Julia Wells of
the Creative Crafters club.

Thank you to our guest speakers: Chris Plano, Elise Swanekamp

        Chris Plano and Elise Swanekamp met at Allegheny College.
After graduating in 2012, they each spent two years in the Peace
Corps - Elise in Senegal and Chris in Zambia. Married in 2015, they
currently live in the Lauraville neighborhood in Baltimore.
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SESSION 
Sharon Huber-Plano – Clerk of Session 

Joyce Beall – Personnel Committee 

Judy Binkley – Worship Committee 

Wende Smith – Preschool Committee 

Chip Hurley – Stewardship Committee 

Donna Marshall – Scouts Liaison

Kathy Stewart, Assistant Director of Preschool Operations
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