
September 20, 2026



*Please stand if you are able.
Congregation to recite bolded passages.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE Chancel Choir

The Service of the Lord’s Day
Order of Worship 

CALL TO WORSHIP
Come, all who have worked long hours and all who are still waiting for
someone to call your name.
We come before the God who sees us fully.
Come, all who have been praised for what you accomplish and all who have
wondered whether anyone notices what you do.
We come before the God who does not measure us by our usefulness.
Come, all who have enough and all who are wondering whether there will be
enough.
We come to worship the God whose grace is not earned and whose love cannot be
bought.
Let us worship God.

Grace McDowell

*HYMN # 35 “Praise Ye the Lord, Almighty”

Jenn DiFrancesco

INVITATION TO CONFESSION Grace McDowell
We live in a world that teaches us to measure people by what they produce,
what they own, how much they earn, and what they can do for us. Jesus keeps
asking us to see one another differently. Trusting in the mercy of God, let us
confess the ways we have failed to do so.

“I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”
arr. by Espirit de Corps



PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Merciful God, we confess that we are quick to decide who has earned enough,
worked enough, contributed enough, or deserves enough.

We overlook work that happens quietly. We benefit from labor without always
seeing the person who performs it. We confuse wealth with worth and struggle
when your generosity refuses to follow our calculations.

Forgive us. Teach us to see our neighbors as people before we see what they can
provide. Turn us again toward the grace of Jesus Christ, who welcomes us not
according to what we have earned, but according to the abundance of your love.
Amen.

Grace McDowell

(Silent Confession)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Jesus tells of a landowner who keeps going back into the marketplace, looking
for those who are still waiting. God does not leave us standing outside grace.
Friends, in Jesus Christ we are forgiven, welcomed, and loved.
Thanks be to God.

Jenn DiFrancesco

*CELEBRATION OF FORGIVENESS # 591

“Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”

Halle, halle, hallelujah!
Halle, halle, hallelujah!
Halle, halle, hallelujah!

Hallelujah!
Hallelujah!



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
God of wisdom, open these ancient words to us. Help us hear what comforts us,
what unsettles us, and what calls us to see our neighbors differently. By Your
Spirit, give us ears to hear and courage to follow. Amen.

Grace McDowell

SCRIPTURE Philippians 1:21–30 Grace McDowell
For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that
means fruitful labor for me, yet I cannot say which I will choose. I am hard
pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is
far better, but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I am
convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for
your progress and joy in faith, so that, by my presence again with you, your
boast might abound in Christ Jesus because of me.

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that,
whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know
that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for
the faith of the gospel and in no way frightened by those opposing you. For
them, this is evidence of their destruction but of your salvation. And this is
God’s doing. For he has graciously granted you the privilege not only of
believing in Christ but of suffering for him as well, since you are having the
same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.

The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
May the Peace of Christ be with you.

and also with you.

Jenn DiFrancesco



SCRIPTURE Matthew 20:1–16 Jenn DiFrancesco
For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for
a denarius for the day, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out
about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and he said
to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’
So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock,
he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others
standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all
day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You
also go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said
to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the
last and then going to the first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came,
each of them received a denarius. Now when the first came, they thought they
would receive more; but each of them also received a denarius. And when they
received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked
only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the
burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them,
‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius?
Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I
give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me?
Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the
first will be last.

The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God. 

SPECIAL MUSIC Handbell Choir“I’ve Got Peace Like a River”
arr. by Sharon Elery Rogers



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Jenn DiFrancesco
We join our voices with Christians across generations and around the world
as we speak the Apostles’ Creed. These words have been carried by people of
faith through very different times and circumstances. We speak them together
as part of a faith and a story larger than ourselves.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED

SERMON Jenn DiFrancescoMore Than What We Earn

*HYMN # 762 “When the Poor Ones”



Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER Jenn DiFrancesco

INVITATION TO OFFERING Jenn DiFrancesco
What we give does not purchase God's favor. We give because we have already
received grace, and because what has been entrusted to us can become food,
shelter, welcome, care, and hope in the lives of our neighbors. Let us bring our
gifts to God.

During this time of offering, we can share our financial gifts by placing them in the
offering plates as you leave, or giving online.

OFFERTORY Chancel Choir“We Praise Your Holy Name”
by Robert G. Newton

O Lord of lords and King of kings we praise your holy name;
O Lord of lords and King of kings, you shall forever reign.
O Hallelujah, now our praise we sing, Hallelujah!
We praise you, we worship you, we glorify you forever.
For you O Lord, alone are most high in the glory of God the Father.
Hallelujah, Hallelujah!



*DOXOLOGY #  609
“Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
praise God, all creatures high and low.

Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God, in Jesus fully known:

Creator, Word, and Spirit one.
Alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Generous God, receive these gifts and receive our lives. Use what we offer for the
good of our neighbors, especially those whose work and struggles are too often
unseen. Teach us to share what we have and to seek a world in which all people
have enough. Amen.

Jenn DiFrancesco

*HYMN # 326 “For All the Saints” (verses 1 and 3)

*BENEDICTION Jenn DiFrancesco

POSTLUDE Valerie Adelung“Praise to God the Father” by Franklin Ritter



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Thank you to our liturgist: Grace McDowell

Thank you to our ushers: Betty Crovo

WELCOME BACK, MUSICIANS!

We are glad to welcome back our handbell and choir members! A special

shoutout to Lee Shang and Laura Ward, members of Ashland Presbyterian

Church, who are joining our handbell choir again this year. We also

welcome back our choir section leaders, Andrew Koch, Rebecca Petersen,

and Olivia Carlton. We are grateful for all the ways these musicians share

their gifts and enrich our worship.
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Susan Riegger, Preschool Director

HAVENWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF

DEACONS 

Susan Bond 

Betty Crovo

Elaine DePoy

Grace McDowell

Cynthia Smith

Judy Yeager

SESSION 
Sharon Huber-Plano – Clerk of Session 

Joyce Beall – Personnel Committee 

Judy Binkley – Worship Committee 

Wende Smith – Preschool Committee 

Chip Hurley – Stewardship Committee 

Donna Marshall – Scouts Liaison

Kathy Stewart, Assistant Director of Preschool Operations
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